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NEWSLETTER – APRIL/MAY 2011

I hope you all had an enjoyable extended Easter/Royal Wedding/May Day break and that you are looking forward to an uninterrupted term of swimming as we approach the Summer Sprints on 25 June 2011.

SUMMER SPRINTS

· This event will be held on the afternoon of Saturday 25 June 2011 with the presentation evening to follow immediately thereafter. We would (and the coaches will be stressing this to the swimmers) encourage all swimmers (from the youngest swimmer up to the cut-off age) to take part as it is a fun event which provides the opportunity for the swimmers to record sprint times (which can assist with selection for Club Galas) and see the improvement they have made.

· All swimmers will receive a medal for each race that they compete in, with Gold, Silver and Bronze being presented to the swimmers finishing in the top 3 places. 
· In addition to this (and to recognise achievement outside securing a top 3 finish), we will be (a) awarding the President’s Award to the boy and girl swimmers who most impress the Coaches at the Summer Sprints be it in terms of improvement, performance in the races as a whole or a particular race, commitment, effort etc and (b) using the times obtained by swimmers for the purposes of the ASA “School of Speed” and “Competitive Speed” Awards.
· In keeping with the family fun theme of the event, the Presentation Evening afterwards will feature a barber-q, bar, stalls, raffle, tombola, games etc. 
· Application forms are available from the Club Desk and will soon be available on the web-site. Can we ask that you complete these and return them to the Club (together with the appropriate payment) as soon as possible (as we need to progress the preparation of race sheets and data as soon as possible).
· We do need as many people as possible to help be it poolside, on the door, with the Presentation Evening etc so if you can help could you please contact Karen and John Aston at swimmingclub@horwichlcasc.org. If you are new to the Club or haven’t been involved before then this is a great way to get to know other parents.
· We will be on the look out for raffle prizes so if anyone can help can they let Suzanne Lamb know via swimmingclub@horwichlcasc.org. 
· If you have any queries about the Summer Sprints then please speak with Ian Morrison (the Club Gala Co-ordinator) (via swimmingclub@horwichlcasc.org) or a member of the Committee.
Are you interested in obtaining a swimming teaching or lifeguard qualification?

· Bolton MBC run a scheme whereby it will fund the training of volunteers associated with a Club in skills relevant to that Club in return for the volunteer agreeing to carry out a set number of agreed volunteer hours after the training has been completed. Clearly this has the potential to benefit not only the volunteer but the Club.

· If you would like details of the courses that they run then these can be found at http://www.bsmart.bolton.gov.uk/emags/issue1/index.html
· If anyone is interested could they let me know so that I can see whether or not it would be worthwhile Daniel Hill at Bolton MBC coming to a Club Night to sign up people or referring individuals to him. 

· If anyone wanted further details then they can contact Daniel direct at Daniel.hill@bolton.gov.uk.

Coaching Issues
· As mentioned in previous e-mails we are aware of the problems which have been experienced at sessions due to coach absences not being covered by SERCO.

· The views of myself and Dave Evitts have been communicated in no uncertain terms to SERCO and we are to meet with them in the near future to address these issues.

Pool Hall Conditions

· Recently there have been a number of complaints re the temperatures by the pool and in the seating and balcony areas. We understand that for anything to be done about this any complaints need to be submitted via the comment cards. If you are unhappy about these conditions then could we encourage you to pass your comments on in this way.

Mark Harper
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